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Co-Creation is a multifaceted publication that is part of a research initiative into co-crea-
tion and socially engaged art practices. Begun in 2013, this long-term initiative has been 
the work of Céline Poulin (the director of CAC Brétigny) and Marie Preston (artist and 
teacher-researcher at Université Paris 8), along with Stéphanie Airaud (the director of 
public outreach and cultural initiatives at MAC VAL). The publication took shape in part 
around a three-day symposium at MAC VAL and CAC Brétigny, a master’s seminar in 
Contemporary Art Media Design of Université Paris 8 at Villa Vassilieff, and finally an 
exhibition at CAC Brétigny. 

A new theoretical advance and not simply the proceedings of a symposium, Co-Creation 
has allowed us to bring together and get out to the public, in France and abroad, the 
contributions this research project has inspired. No comparable reference work existed 
in France before the present publication. This book allows us to pursue a dialogue with 
all those who are contributing internationally to such reflections. It records the develop-
ment of collective work that is helping to connect French and international universities, 
art centres, museums, art schools, etc. Different questions raised by co-creation prac-
tices and dealt with in earlier iterations are returned to or are treated in greater depth as 
new ones emerge. What, for example, is the heritage of popular education in co-creation 
practices? Who is speaking when more than one is in fact speaking? What is at stake in 
terms of power and statuses in a group that is working together? What kind of private 
connections and what kind of relationship to daily reality does that involve? What interac-
tions exist between alternative educational methods and co-creation practices? What 
methodologies of evaluation, aesthetic or not, are possible? 

Made up of theoretical and/or personal texts by philosophers, sociologists, anthropologists, 
artists, and art historians, along with several interviews, this edition is organised around 
five essential cross-disciplinary themes, namely, conversation, the collective, education, 
vulnerability, and evaluation. 

Editorial direction: Céline Poulin and Marie Preston, with Stéphanie Airaud
Texts: Stéphanie Airaud, Andrea Ancira, Marnie Badham, Virginie Bobin, Caroline Darroux, François Deck, Marie Fraser, Véronique 
Goudinoux, Núria Güell, Adelita Husni-Bey, Florence Jou, Grant H. Kester, Camille Louis, Pascal Nicolas-Le Strat, Maude Mandart, 
Christian Maurel, Céline Poulin, Marie Preston, Myriam Suchet, Katia Schneller, and Mathilde Villeneuve.
Published by Empire Books and CAC Brétigny
With the generous support, for the print edition, of the Centre national des arts plastiques, MAC VAL, and the Université Paris 8 
(Laboratoire AIAC).
In partnership with ÉSAD •Grenoble •Valence, La Maison du Patrimoine Oral de Bourgogne, RMIT University, the University of Quebec 
in Montreal—UQAM, the Université Sorbonne Nouvelle—Paris 3 and the Université de Lille (CEAC).
Distribution: Les presses du réel
Publication: March 2019
French edition
225 pages
ISBN 979-10-95991-06-9
20€
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Co-Création, dir. Céline Poulin and Marie Preston, with the participation of Stéphanie Airaud. Editions Empire and CAC Brétigny, 2019. 
Photo: Editions Empire. 
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